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Party supports position of trustee candidate Kerr
The Toronto Party was created for the purpose of giving a collective voice to municipal candidates running primarily for City Council. However as an organization devoted to following municipal issues and elections, we are also interested in supporting school trustee candidates. Public education is important and our children, their 
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Yama Arianfar
Austin Han
Kwesi Johnson
Kuga Kasilingham
Sharon Kerr
Aasia Khatoun
George Lin
Dwight McLean
Ron McNaughton
Kabitrul Mollah
Noah Ng
Andy Nguyen
Arjun Sahota
Piravena Sathiyantham
Neethan Shan
Simone Si
Sandeep Srivastava
Sahl Syed
Jack Wong
Sonny Yeung

Data posted on the City of Toronto website, www.toronto.ca/elections
There is no doubt that the use of recreational marijuana has both short-term and long-term effects on the brain. There is also no doubt that the brain of children and young adults continues to develop until approximately the age of 25. Accordingly, the legalized use and sale of this drug is an issue that must be carefully considered, especially in areas where our schools are located, because its use can have negative impacts on student success.
With respect to short-term effects, smoking recreational marijuana, which permits its active THC component to enter into the bloodstream quickly, produces more than just a “high” as the THC interacts with brain cell receptors that play a role in normal brain development. It can alter a person’s mood, impair memory and make thinking and problem-solving more difficult.
Similarly, long-term use can reduce learning functions. According to one study, heavy use by people in their teenage years and who suffered from ongoing “cannabis use disorder” lost, on average, 8 IQ points between the ages 13 to 36. 

Ward 21 TDSB candidates
Marijuana affects brain
The Toronto Party was created in October 2006 and was later incorporated under Ontario’s Corporations Act as a corporation without share capital or not-for-profit entity.
The primary mandate of the Toronto Party has been to achieve the formal recognition of municipal political parties in Ontario and to have party affiliation included on municipal election ballots.
About the Toronto Party

Did you know that using marijuana has the following physical and mental health effects?

 Breathing problems, including more frequent lung illness
 Increased heart rate, including increased chance of heart attack
 Child development issues if used during pregnancy, including increased risk of brain and behavioural problems in babies
 temporary hallucinations and paranoia
 depression
 anxiety
 suicidal thoughts among teens
DID YOU KNOW?
controlled through the LCBO, should not take place within 500 metres of a school. 
We strongly agree with her position.
Although there is a growing body of evidence that the medical use of marijuana can be very effective against some ailments, recreational use of the drug still has negative consequences, particularly on young developing brains.
While The Toronto Party has no position of the decriminalization of marijuana, we believe that access must be control and limited. Ms. Kerr’s proposal deserves support.
parents and society as a whole deserve trustees who always seek to promote student success.
In TDSB Ward 21, where a trustee by-election is being held, The Toronto Party has followed the campaign of child and parent advocate Sharon Kerr. She has taken the position that any legalized sale of marijuana, which Premier Wynne says should be

Toronto Party Announcements

The Toronto Party is endorsing Sharon Kerr for election to the position of TDSB Trustee in the Ward 21 by-election. 

Candidate Kerr has good proposal
cont.
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[image: Macintosh HD:Users:stephenthiele:Desktop:1212-blair.jpg]Scarborough MP and former police chief, Bill Blair, has been picked by Prime Minister Trudeau to lead the federal government’s plan to legalize marijuana.
Blair is expected to work with a three-member cabinet committee and a proposed federal-provincial-territorial task force to implement the plan.

Future considerations?
Although Prime Minister Trudeau has committed the Federal Liberal government to legalizing the recreational use of marijuana and has now appointed former Toronto Police Chief and current Scarborough MP Bill Blair to implement the Liberal plan, advanced science is producing a rise in marijuana THC levels and increasing the chance of harmful effects. Edibles and the growing trend of dabbing may be providing stronger THC doses and stronger effects as well. 
Recommended Reading and Searches

Legalization of the recreational use of marijuana is a controversial subject. There are harmful affects associated with the use and abuse of any drug. Accordingly, please become informed by reading pertinent information. A sample internet search is: “marijuana affects physical mental”.
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Membership in The Toronto Party is free.
Please sign up at: www.thetorontoparty.com
The Toronto Party
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Gardiner Roberts LLP
22 Adelaide Street West, Suite 3600
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Gardiner Roberts LLP is in no way affiliated with The Toronto Party for a Better City and serves as a mailing address only.
Former Police Chief Blair draws assignment
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This  is  the  official  newsletter  of  the 

TORONTO  PARTY  FOR  A  BETTER  CITY 

Politics versus the Charter 

 

Elected civic politicians often 

contended that there is no 

place for civic parties because 

municipal issues do not easily 

lend themselves to right or 

left-wing issues. 

 

Calgary’s Mayor Nenshi has 

stated: “Is removing the snow 

a right-wing or left-wing idea? 

Is fixing the potholes more 

New  Democrat  or 

Conservative? It’s ridiculous.” 

 

We know that this is not 

ridiculous. Indeed, according 

to a Calgary Herald article 

published last year, there has 

been a call for civic parties in 

Calgary too. 

 

In that article it was reported 

that even Mayor Nenshi ran a 

“slate” of candidates in the 

last Calgary election. 

 

The time for civic parties is 

now. 

 

A hearing to challenge the 

constitutionally  of  the 

Municipal Elections Act, 1996 

is scheduled to be heard in 

Toronto, October 25, 2014. 

 

Visit us at: 

www.thetorontoparty.com 

 

Email us at: 

info@thetorontoparty.com 

ANYBOD Y B U T…. 

By  Stephen  T h i e le 

With the 2014 Mayoral cam p a ign in ful l 

swing, the m e dia have now  identified Ro b 

Ford, Olivia  Chow, John  Tor y , Karen 

Stintz and David So knacki  as the 

“frontrunners”  for  the  posit ion.  The  re-

maining  dozens  of  Ma y o ral  candidates 

might  as  well   withdraw  since  they   will  r e -

ceive  zero  to  scant  m e dia  c overage  and 

thereby   gain l ittle nam e  recogniti on. 

 

However  of  the  five  “front runners”  it  is 

arguable  that  the  voters  should  be  heading 

to  the  polls  thinking  “Any body   but…” 

 

From  the perspective of Th e Toronto Par ty, 

none  of  t h ese  candidates  has  done  any thi ng 

to  address  our  fundam e ntal   issue.  In  fact, 

despite  e m ail s   and,  in  the  c ase  of  Kar e n 

Stintz  a  pho n e   call  as  well,  none  of  them 

has  m a de The Toront o Party feel inclusive 

in  the  m unicipal  process. 

 

Last  m onth,  we  asked  e a c h   of  these  candi-

dates whether the y  supp ort e d or were 

against  the  idea  of  including  civic  party  

affiliation on  the m unicipal  election ballot. 

 

To  date,  none  of  these  candidates  has  re-

sponded. 

 

If  none  of  t h ese  candidates  can  respond  t o  

this sim p le question from   an organization 

that  has  fought  to  advance  de m o cracy   in 

Toronto  and  has fought t o   stand up for 

Canada’s  Charter  of  Rights  and  Freedoms, 

then  the  voter   is  entitled  to  ask  them selv es 

whether  any   of  these  candidates  will  truly 

fight  o n   behal f  of  their  issu es. 

 

For  7  y ears  The  Toronto  Party   for  a  Better 

City   has  advo cated  for  the  formal  recogni-

tion  of  civ ic  p a rties  or  elector  organiza-

tions  at  the  municipal  level  because  Can -

ada’ s  Charter  protects  the  freedo m   of  ex-

pression  and  the  freedo m   of  association 

and  enshrines  the  right  to  vote.  It  has  been 

stated  by   othe rs  that  civic  parties  will  hel p  

engage  voters  and  increase  voter  turnout, 

here  at  home  rather  than  requiring   the  min-

ing for  votes i n  foreign co u n tries. 

 

But  perhaps  each  of  these  c a ndidates,  who 

hold  themsel ves  out  as  being  leaders,  have 

stay ed  away   from   addressi ng  the  chief  con-

cern  of  The  Toronto  Party   because  despi t e 

our  living  in  a  free  and  dem o cratic  soci ety ,  

civic  parties  i n   Ontario  are  illegal.  In  a  re-

cent  article  written  by   Bob  Hepburn  of  t h e 

Toronto  Star,  he  said  as  follows: 

“Currently ,  provincial  laws 

ban politic al 

parties or “electors’ organiz ations” from  

fielding  candidates  in  mu nicipal  elec-

tions

.” 

 

The  banning  of  political  pa rties  or  electo rs’ 

organizations  is  sim p ly   co ntrary   to  Can a -

dian values. 

 

Canada  decri es  one-party   s t ates.  We  m o ck 

nations who  hold “dem ocratic” votes in 

one-party   s y ste m s  whe re  nearly   100  per-

cent of the po pulation  vote s  in favour of  

the  ruling  one -party .  These  countries  are 

not dem o cratic. 

 

Yet  in  Ontario  at  the  civic  level,  we  do  not 

even  recognize  civic  parties.  The  m e dia 

calls  the  Toronto  Part y   a  “fledgling,   nas-

cent or fringe ” organization. There is no th-

ing  “fledgling,  nascent  or  fringe”  about 

standing  u p   f o r  Canada’s  Charter  of  Rights 

and  the  fundamental  principles  of  dem o c-

racy . 

 

In  our  view,  the  five  “front runners”  are 

tripping  over  them selves on issues of trans-

portation,  gri d lock, taxatio n and jo b crea-

tion.  The  same  old  policies  are  just  being 

dressed  up  with  new  politic al  packaging. 

 

If  this  continues,  May o r  F o rd  will  end  up 

as  May o r  of  Toronto  again. 
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